BEYOND THE HORIZON -

EQUIPPING FOR THE UNEXPECTED

Group 1 - Disruption Brief: Global Heat Wave Crisis

As of August 15, 2030, the whole of the Northern Hemisphere is in the grip of a severe and prolonged
heat wave of unprecedented proportions. Fueled by the compounding effects of climate change and
natural weather patterns, temperatures have soared well above historical averages for an extended
period, shattering records across multiple continents.

In Stockholm, the average daily temperature over the past three weeks has reached a staggering 45
degrees Celsius (113 degrees Fahrenheit), a level that is not only extreme but also potentially
life-threatening for vulnerable populations.

The impacts of this heat wave have been widespread and severe, with industries and infrastructure in the
northern hemisphere severely disrupted, prompting state of emergencies to be declared in countries
ranging from South Korea to Estonia.

This crisis poses significant challenges and potential disruptions for multinational corporations and their
global operations:

Manufacturing Disruptions:
e Overheating of machinery and equipment failures in production facilities, leading to temporary
shutdowns or reduced output.
e Potential safety risks for factory workers due to extreme heat conditions.

Supply Chain Challenges:
e Disruptions to transportation networks due to heat-related infrastructure issues (e.g., buckling
roads, rail lines).
Production challenges and delays from suppliers facing similar heat wave impacts.
Delivery delays or shortages of raw materials and components.

Energy Strain and Costs:
e Increased energy demand for cooling and air conditioning, straining power grids.
e Potential rolling blackouts or power outages in affected regions.
e Substantial increases in energy costs for industrial operations.

Workforce Challenges:
e Health risks and potential safety concerns for employees working in factories or outdoor
environments.
e Increased absenteeism and reduced productivity due to heat-related illnesses or disruptions.
e Disruptions to employee commutes and personal lives due to infrastructure impacts.

Infrastructure Damage:
e Potential damage to critical infrastructure (e.g., roads, bridges, power lines) in regions
experiencing extreme heat.
e Further exacerbating supply chain challenges and disrupting the movement of goods and
personnel.

As the heat wave continues to drag on, its effect on industry and society continues to compound, pushing
cities, governments, and organizations to the brink of collapse....
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