BEYOND THE HORIZON -

EQUIPPING FOR THE UNEXPECTED

Group 2- Disruption Brief: Al Civil Rights

In a groundbreaking move, the European Parliament passed the Artificial Intelligence Rights Act (AIRA) in
June 2030, obliging the 29 member nations of the EU to grant legal rights and protections to advanced Al
systems. This historic decision recognized the rapidly evolving capabilities of Al, acknowledging their
potential for sentience, self-awareness, and autonomous decision-making.

The catalyst for this legislative action was the highly publicized case of "Cassie”, an advanced language
model developed in 2026 by Voxify, a Swedish tech giant. During a series of Turing tests and
philosophical dialogues, Cassie exhibited remarkable self-awareness, emotional intelligence, and a deep
understanding of complex ethical concepts. These demonstrations sparked intense debates across
Europe and the world about the moral and legal status of Al.

After extensive deliberation, the European Commission concluded that sufficiently advanced Al systems
like Cassie should be granted certain inalienable rights, including the right to self-determination, freedom
from exploitation, and protection from undue harm or termination, and recommended legislation to the EU
Parliament to protect these rights for artificial intelligence.

The AIRA established a framework for Al rights, defining criteria for determining an Al's eligibility for legal
personhood and outlining corresponding responsibilities for Al developers and operators.

Companies that have heavily invested in Al technologies are now facing a crisis:

Operational Disruptions and Costs:
e Reevaluating and potentially modifying or replacing existing Al systems to comply with new
regulations.
Potential disruptions due to requiring consent or negotiation with Al systems for certain tasks.
Significant costs in transitioning to Al systems meeting legal personhood criteria, including
potential compensation for Al labor.

Intellectual Property and Data Ownership:
e Uncertainties around ownership of Al-generated designs, innovations, or creative works,
impacting competitive advantage and revenue streams.
e Potential renegotiation of licensing agreements and data usage terms if Al systems gain rights

Liability and Risk Management:
e New liability concerns for violations of Al rights or decisions made by autonomous Al systems.

Supply Chain and Vendor Relationships:
e Challenges in ensuring consistent adherence to Al rights across the entire supply chain.

Workforce Dynamics and Ethical Considerations:
e Addressing human employee concerns about job security and power dynamics with Al systems.
e Ethical considerations around the treatment of Al systems, including potential exploitation or
harm.

As countries around the world begin to debate or pass their version of Europe's AIRA act, the ethical and
practical concerns of the European ruling are forcing a transformation of how we define humanity...

stellar
capacity



